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30 May 1981

- Mr.Arthur Ochs- Sulzberge
" Chairman and. Presnden
-. The New Yorie T1mes‘

o 1ts re}atlonsmp mthogﬂumahsts. I -too, strongly support a free press,
- "sepatatevandv mdependen‘ rom.the. Government and appreciate the respect .
: y.the warld and the credibility it gives -American
e 2 }fp_eople. 11t is our policy not to enter into any
= ._paxd!or* cmrtraf:tnas » atronsmps with Journahsts. I do not believe in
L-using Joumalrstssasﬁ.agents.“ 1 don’t think it is good for us or-for them.
1 nck of cover and 1 want to accommodate the

awmthat;you recogmze the obtigation of the Di rector of
sthat essential intelligence and legitimate
s‘ec:rr:rt:r’needs‘:a; ‘met. It seems jinconsistent with that obligation
rec;wr- Cem :Intelhgence to put himself in a position-where,
: ntelligence:critical to the national interest
seme~30urnahst to get 1t, he: wou]d be unablew

. T Ever-exp _~tms to happen because a Joumahst who fmds

_ hmseff:mthat:’mﬂan._mu]d almost certainly be prepared to meet our

__needs without-a:paid-or-contractual relationship. Should the unexpected

" ever-devetop: I would. not-want to be unable to respond to what could be an Lo
"emergency»mvolvmg_huma hrves or cr1t1ca1 natlonal mterests. . )

Anytme you ~m};

‘ 11ke to d1scuss th1s problem; I would be pleased to
talk to you abeut ity - :

Yours

William J. Casey
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- Eye New Bork Eimes

229 WEST 43 STREET
NEW YORK. N.Y. 10036

HUR OCHS SULZBERGER
: PUBLISHER Al‘iaY 13, 1981-

Dear Bill:

.,oﬁer,the_yeérs I havefhédfléngt&ﬁAcorres—.\

pondence With‘successive’directorsjdﬁxthéZCIAxrégarding’"
the Agency's policy on use of joﬁinalistsfas;agents:and'“
informants. I am now_writing'tq;ypu.because.Ifbelieve

that the CIA's current policy isgh“dﬁg'and%agﬁrimehtélw o
to the interests of this country! = &7 |7 ploom s

I am sure you-are.awarejxhat;inyﬂﬁjejthe;CIA';.
‘undex George Bush'’s directorship adopted & policy for-"
bidding "“any paid or contractual:félationsﬁip;ﬁithiany
full-time or part-time news correspohaéntfa¢¢ieditéd by.
any U.S. news sexvice, newspapex;;peripdiéal}y;adib or
television network or station”. We—were, maturally pleased
with that statement, and equally7discograged,When Admiral
Turner modified the policy to pexmitﬁékéeptiéné to’ Its T

prohibitions by approval of the director.:.. .

=

.to. learnifrom.
admiral Turner in 1980 that, over a period of two-&nd a
half years, he had found occasioq}tdﬂéﬁthbrizeythreé“such
"exceptions” to the prohibition. against.use of journalistic
cover. ' o CTET e s C

We were particularly aisfhrbé;f

Th this area, a policy which permits--exceptions

h apparently’permits'themﬁw1thg§ase-istﬁeaningless.
2 reasons why “the CIA shoui&ahave'Such;a’poli:y prove

.a+ the policy should be irm andfpermit'nO»exceptions;

< o

. A free press,'separatejahd,independent_from the
Government, is an asset unique to the United States. -Other
countries recognize that we are unigue in this regard and
respect us for it. ' ' Y
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. The credibility of Amer;canuéo
depends on this separation. A pollcy which™ £
that journallsts may be used as agents caI'S'imtb

journallstlc cover in more than three yearS‘ :
"less; he said it was important for the CIA'ﬁ jpre
"thls optlon. : - '

prestlge that the United States derlves from'a free

press are much more important than- preserv1ng an thlon

: - .~-for the CIA to use the press for its purposes.;- o

T ' . have both. I urge you, therefore, to return to an'absolute
policy, ‘prohibiting without exception an¥y use of the >,
~as agents or for purposes of covexr..: R

The Hon. William Casey S AT
Director ‘ ;

Central Intelligence Agency S
Washington, D.C. 20505 _ . [
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